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      Holy Communion 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

 
¥ ¥ ¥ 

Thanksgiving Worship 
Plan now to worship on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 26

th
, at 7:00 p.m. at Saint 

Mark.  We will gather for Holy Communion to give thanks for the many blessings that we have 
been given. 
 

Pie Social 
Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 26

th
, we will hold a pie social.  Everyone is welcome 

to join us in the lounge following the Thanksgiving Eve Worship service at 7:00 p.m.  Bring 
your favorite pie to share:  Coffee and tea will be served. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Bible Study 
Bible Study on Wednesdays is still taking place.  Pastor Willemôs study has been opened for 
those attending.   The lessons for the next Sunday are the topic of discussion. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Advent Mid-Week Worship 
Mid-week worship during Advent will be on Wednesdays at both 12:05 noon and 7:00 p.m.   
The afternoon service will be followed by a luncheon in the fellowship hall.  We meet 
December 3, 10, and 17. 
 
 
 

THE 

MARKER  

SAINT MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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ñAll, Each, Together in Christò 
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Comment é 
Bridges---Stewardship 
 
Bridges are what Saint Mark is all about. We bridge to the world, the region, the state, the 
community and most of all to each other at our church, Saint Mark. We at Saint Mark are the 
ñverbéto bridgeò. How do we do this? This is through year-round stewardship. 
 
You recall the recognition of Lois Matz on November 2, 2008, during the coffee hour. She is a 
dedicated Saint Mark servant who used her leadership for our community to insure that 
Interfaith Hospitality Network would be supported by each one of us at Saint Mark; she also 
applied her leadership to work for the world with Lutheran World Relief and the project we 
dedicated October 26, 2008 which provided quilts, layettes, and other supplies for those in 
need around the globe.  What is most important is that so many of you, Saint Markers, worked 
on these projects, providing food, service at breakfast and dinner, presence at night, creating 
quilts, donating materials, and preparing the layettes. 
 
Weekly many Saint Markers help to bridge to the community with the Kairos Soup Kitchen. 
This is not just offering our facility, but you, our members, our staff, and your financial support 
in partnership with community support, collectively show our care for the less fortunate with 
this service. 
 
Our Eucharistic Ministersô visit our members weekly to offer the consecrated bread and wine to 
those who cannot attend the communion services on Sunday morning. Do you want a visit? 
Call the Church office. 
 
Our dedicated staff and many volunteers share their gifts with daily support to members. A 
memberôs illness, loss, or a change of circumstances bring many to the church seeking advice, 
comfort, and friendship. Thank God for the pastor, staff, and volunteers who are the front line 
assisting with comfort and love first, then with their guidance. On a Sunday morning many 
seek Godôs grace, and, as Saints, we collectively and individually, offer our hands and hearts 
to each other. 
 
Year-round stewardship is daily stewardship: It is Godôs miracle that so many are involved in 
building bridges here at Saint Mark. 
 
We thank our Lord Jesus Christ for each one of you, our bridge-builders. 
 
 
Arlene Dietz, Chairperson 
Stewardship Committee 
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A Gift of Love--Consecration Sunday Banner 

"...but they gave themselves first to the Lord." 2 Corinthians 8:5. Many admired the beautiful 
art of the new Consecration Sunday banner.    It will be displayed again when the Time and 
Talent sheets are consecrated on November 23.   It took many Saint Markers to bring this 
work to fruition: Pastor Wilson's idea, Stewardship Committee's endorsement, a gracious gift 
of financial support from an anonymous donor, Melissa Hamburg's creative design, and finally, 
the Lord's skilled creator, Donna Wolfe.  Saint Mark is blessed with all these individuals who 
gratefully contributed to this new symbol of stewardship.  Your fellow Saint Markers thank you 
all. 
 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Thank youé 
Dear Partners at Saint Mark, Many thanks for your willingness to share Bishop Gomez with all 
who gathered in Salem For ñLiving Faithfully through Passionate Spiritualityò.  We appreciate 
your interest in partnering so that so many could be influenced by his message.  You may be 
interested to know that we were able to present the Bishop with close to $600 to bring as a gift 
to the church in El Salvador.  Special thanks to Pastor Willem for her work with the planning 
team.  On behalf of the Oregon Synod, Deb Mantey, and the Living Faithfully Committee, we 
thank you. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Quilters   
Quilters meet on the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Mondayôs of each month downstairs in room 107 of the 

education wing to tie quilts for Lutheran World Relief (LWR).  Anyone is welcome to come and 
share their talents!  We begin at 9:00 a.m. and quilt until noon. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

ñCan't Wait to Get to Heavenò  

Set aside Sunday, January 4, 2009, at 4:30 p.m. now to share appetizers and review  the 
BookMarker's first selection for 2009:  Can't Wait to Get to Heaven by Fannie Flagg. In this 
novel an octogenarian, Ehrer has perfected the "live and let live" philosophy and successfully 
influences those around her. Read this for laugh-out-loud moments and a tear or two.  We 
meet in the youth room. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Time and Talents Sheets 

Bring your Time and Talents commitment, or mail it into the office in advance if you cannot be 
present on Sunday, November 23, 2008, for their consecration during the service. This week's 
Marker includes a copy of the Time and Talent Sheet. Complete both sides by placing your 
initials rather than a check mark in the form's blanks when there two or more members in your 
household. Extra copies of the Time and Talent Sheets will be available on Sunday, November 
23

rd
, from the ushers and in the Narthex areas beginning this week. 
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Marion/Polk Food Share Benefited 
Check out the poster in the West Narthex --Tokyo International University (TIU) students who 
were contracted to provide our brunch on Consecration Sunday, October 26

th
, used funds 

raised from Saint Mark to purchase 5600 pounds of food for the Marion/Polk Food Share. This 
is a wonderful, wonderful continuance of Saint Mark's Consecration Sunday by TIU's students 
extending their service to us to the community. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Dear People of God at Saint Mark 
Marcia and I want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the splendid 
send off you gave us.  Your kind words, moving cards, and generous gifts have filled us with 
joy as we transition to this next phase of our lives.  We continue to remember you in our 
thoughts and prayers, giving thanks to God for the grace, mercy, and peace we have known 
among you.   
 
I enjoyed beautiful scenery and fine weather on my drive to Wisconsin, arriving on schedule at 
4:00 Tuesday afternoon, October 28.  The past week has been full of all the little things 
necessary to take up residence in a strange city: studio apartment, telephone, electricity, 
postal service, where to shop for groceries (and where not to shop for groceries!), and learning 
to drive in a neighborhood overflowing with 41,000 students on foot, on bicycles, on mopeds, 
in cars, dashing here and there on their way to class and/or the next party.  Madison, 
Wisconsin seems an exciting and busy place to live.   
 
My installation as Senior Pastor of Luther Memorial Church is scheduled for Sunday evening, 
November 30, the First Sunday in Advent, at 7:00.  I ask for your prayers, even as you 
continue in mine.   
 
May the peace of Christ continue to dwell richly in you, 
Pr. Franklin Wilson  
                                                                ¥ ¥ ¥ 

Hospitalized or Ill? 
If you or someone you know is ill or hospitalized (or will be soon), please call the church office 
and let us know!   Pastoral care is an important part of the ministry at Saint Mark and we will 
make sure that a pastor or a Eucharistic Minister is available for Holy Communion either at 
your home or in the hospital.   

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Altar Flowers for 2009 
The new altar flower sign up sheet for 2009 is now in the west narthex!   
Stop by and sign up, or call the church office and ask if your date is still 
available.  We will check and mark your name if it is available.  Signing 
up is easy.  Then the church office staff sends out a reminder about a 
week prior to your date to let you know it is time to order the flowers and 
let us know what to put in the Sunday bulletin. 
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Kairos Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed 
Both soup itself and soup servers are needed for Saint Mark's turn at the Kairos Soup Kitchen 
on November 16, 2008.  There were 84 people served at the Soup Kitchen on Sunday 
November 2.  There are more hungry people in our community than a year ago at this time; 
demand for food from Marion/Polk Food Share is up as well.  Please call Janice Colvin at 503-
588-5277 if you are called to make soup or act as a server on November 16. 
                          ¥ ¥ ¥ 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will meet Thursday, November 20, at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Lounge.  Charlotte 
Currie is hostess, and Mary Alice Bjork is study leader using the November issue of Lutheran 
Woman Today.  All are welcome and invited to join us for Bible Study and fellowship.  See you 
there. 
                          ¥ ¥ ¥ 

ELCA Radio Ministry at 93.9 
Each Sunday morning at 7:30 a.m., Peter Marty hosts the ELCA radio ministry, ñGrace 
Mattersò. Learn more about this program by accessing their web site: www.gracematters.org or 
just tune in on Sunday. 
                          ¥ ¥ ¥ 

éfrom the Library of Saint Mark 
Our library is in a state of grand disorganization.  I am calling for a group of volunteers, about 6 
to 8 would be a good number to help clean, sort, catalogue and re-shelve books, and to 
reorganize the space into an inviting study nook.  We have a trained librarian who will help us. 
I suggest a day in November or early December with lunch.  Then, letôs host a Sunday coffee 
hour in the library to show off our work and to let our parishioners see the lovely resource that 
is available to all of us. 
Alice Kirk 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Adventfest 
Adventfest is fast approaching.  The meatball dinner will be held on December 14 followed by 
decorating the tree in the sanctuary.  Tickets will be on sale after the Church services.  Sign up 
sheets for decorating and ñmeatball rollingò will be posted in the west narthex.  Please plan on 
attending Advent activities. 
Jeanne Bridges 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

90th Birthday Gathering 
The congregation of Saint Mark is invited to the 90

th
 Birthday celebration of Nona Osko! 

Dessert will be served on Saturday, November 29
th
, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at Willamette 

Lutheran Home.   

http://www.gracematters.org/
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Thankoffering 
A thankoffering is given as an expression of thanks.  Thankofferings originated among 

early Christians.  When a bountiful harvest was completed, or a son returned home safely 

from war, people gathered to worship and thank God for these great blessings and collect 

offerings for the particular blessing received. Women have placed these boxes in a special 

place in their homes to be a visible reminder of the blessing received daily. It can be 

something as ordinary as seeing your child off to school, a childôs first step, or the safe 

return from a trip, or listening to birds while walking through your back yard.  Offerings are 

sent directly to the church-wide annual budget. Thankofferings enable the church-wide 

Women of the ELCA to do many things such as support annual training seminars for new 

global education advocates, nourish  and sustain synodical leaders, plus anti-racism and 

cross-cultural programs.  A special Thankoffering Worship Service will be Sunday, 

November 16
th
.  Please bring your boxes to this service.  

¥ ¥ ¥ 

When the Holidays Hurt: Easing the Pain of Loss 
Thanksgiving is coming in just a week and one-half and, then, Hanukkah, 

Christmas, and New Yearôs Day.  For many people who live with a deep sense of 

anticipated and/or actual personal loss, the holidays can trigger an intense, painful 

reminder of loss. The holidays are a time of year when the feelings of loss become 

magnified. 

 On Sunday, November 16
th
, from 2:00 ï 3:30 PM, in the lounge at Saint Mark, there 

will be an interactive workshop on coping with the emotional stress from the upcoming 

holidays.  In addition to learning personal trigger points for depression, participants will also 

discover effective strategies to ease holiday pain and perhaps, find some genuine joy from 

the holiday season. 

 The workshop is open to our parish and community; there is no charge.  Light 

refreshments will be served.  For more information, please contact Jeff Lukehart, Ph.D., at 

(503) 304-3414, or Theresa at the Church office (503) 588-0141. 
 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

SIHN Giving Spree 
Join The Giving Spree at Salem Center Mall & Support Salem Interfaith Hospitality 

Network (SIHN). The Giving Spree is a fun way to start your holiday shopping with big 

savings while supporting SIHN. On November 15
th
, donors to The Giving Spree will get 

special savings from some of their favorite retailers ï just for making a donation!  Hereôs 

how it works: Shoppers make a donation to SIHN at www.TheGivingSpree.com between 

now and November 14
th
, 2008. When you make a donation, youôll get access to exclusive 
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offers from retailers at Salem Center Mall to use on November 15
th
, 2008. 100% of your 

donation will go to support the work of SIHN. 

 

.Forum Schedule for 2008 
November 2-16 ï Barry Heath on ñLessons Iôve Learned from the Dying, or óIf 

death is a part of life; then is life a part of dying?ô ò 
November 21 ï Rabbi Pearlstein from Chabad and Salemôs Jewish Community 
November 30 ï Unicef collection of Russian icon reproductions, part of the 

Lutheran Fine Art Library ï Alice Kirk, presenter 
December 7 ï In honor of St. Nicholas, whose feast day is December 6, Ann Nicgorski, PH 

D in art history, Professor at Willamette University, will present a series of slides of 
icons celebrating the Saint. 

December 14 ï Slides from the Holy Land ï Margaret Palen, presenter 
December 21 ï Works of Sadao Watanabe from the Lutheran Fine Art library with 

commentary from Pastor Leonard & Bonnie Nelson who visited Watanabeôs studio in 
Japan ï assisted by Alice Kirk 

December 28 ï No Forum ï Holiday Break 
¥ ¥ ¥ 

Thrivent Classes:  Live Well Seminars 
 For more information and to reserve your space, contact Shawn at 503-362-3074 or 
shawn.ryan@thrivent.com.  Mark your calendars for the financial seminars that interest you 

and call/email Shawn to get on the list: 

Sunday, November 16
th
    3:00pm to 5:00pm 

From Me to We (Planning together for your financial future): 

Sunday, February 15
th
    3:00pm to 5:00pm 

Intermission (Embracing Life Transitions and Planning for the Future): 

Sunday, March 15
th
    3:00pm to 5:00pm 

My Legacy Matters (Living and Planning a Meaningful Legacy): 

Sunday, April 19
th
    3:00pm to 5:00pm 

My Life, My Plan (Creating a Life Path Based on Your Values); 
¥ ¥ ¥ 

Family Caregiver Support Group 
This mutual aid group offers support for family members who are primary 

caregivers.  The meetings are interactive and provide opportunities to share experiences of 

the daily joys and challenges of caregiving, and responses to the challenges.  Group 

members learn new strategies of coping and useful caregiver resources.  While this is not 

a therapy group, our meetings can be therapeutic. 

 The group meets the first Thursday of each month from 9:30 - 11:00 AM, at Saint 

Mark in the Youth Room.  There is no charge; no pre-registration is required.  The group is 

open to the public.  The group facilitator is Jeffrey Lukehart, Ph.D.  For more information, 

mailto:shawn.ryan@thrivent.com
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please contact, Jeff at (503) 304-3414 or jeff.lukehart@state.or.us or Theresa at the 

Church office (503) 588-0141 or Theresasd@Care2.com. 

 

 

Interim Pastor Announced  
 
 
We have received word from the Oregon Synod Office that our 
Letter of Agreement for Interim Pastoral Ministry has been 
approved by Bishop Brauer-Rieke.  We can therefore announce 
that The Rev. Paul A. Fauske will begin his ministry with Saint 
Mark on 24 November.  His first Sunday will be 30 November, 
Advent I.   
 
A reception to welcome Pastor Fauske and his wife, Christine, 
is in the planning stages.  Look for more information in the 
next Marker, Wednesday, November 26th. 
 
 
Maurice Anderson 
Congregational President 
 
 

 

mailto:jeff.lukehart@state.or.us
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Attendance: E-Mail for Church Staff: 

Sunday, October 26 = 154  
Wednesday, October 29 = 6   
  
Sunday, November 2 = 120 PrWillem@live.com 
Wednesday, November 5 = 6 (Pr. Shelley Willem, Associate Pastor) 
  
Sunday, November 9 = 108 Theresasd@Care2.com 
 (Theresa Sawtell-Davie, Parish Admin.) 
Soup Kitchen  
Sunday, October 26 = 96 RuthReu@gmail.com 
Sunday, November 2 = 86 (Ruth Reu, Communications Coordinator) 
Sunday, November 9 = 71  
 MaureenS1@live.com 
WEB PAGE:   (Maureen Summers, Director 
Saintmarklutheran-salemor.org/index.htm Child Development Center) 
  
  
  
Forward Together Maintenance Campaign  
Pledged:  $ 93,245 Received:  $ 39,026 
  
  
                
BUS DRIVER ïNovember:  USHERS in November : 
Richard Hansen Jerry Sheetz (Captain) 
 Luan Durst, Richard & Margaret Brust 
  
  
  
  

 
Church Office Hours -- Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. - 12 noon   ¥   1:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

Child Development Center -- 6:45 a.m. - 5:45 p.m. 
The doors are locked; please ring the bell so that you can enter! 

 

mailto:PrWillem@live.com
mailto:Theresasd@Care2.com
mailto:RuthReu@gmail.com
mailto:MaureenS1@live.com

